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 NOTICE OF TELEPHONIC HEARING
 
 On April 15, 1998, the Village of Cleveland, Manitowoc County (applicant, village), as a 
water public utility, filed an application with the Public Service Commission (Commission) 
under Wis. Stat. §§ 196.03, 196.20, and 196.37, for authority to increase water rates.  A hearing 
was held on August 20, 1998.  The applicant requested additional time to review options which 
would lower the proposed increase, including setting the property tax equivalent payment at $0 
and changing to a municipal charge for a portion of the public fire protection charge (PFP).  (The 
utility currently charges the entire PFP charge directly to customers.) 
 
 Applicant requests a rate increase which will produce a 7.50 percent rate of return on net 
investment rate base.  Applicant cites increases in operating expenses and the value of its utility 
plant since its last rate case in 1995, including a new well and related facilities added in 1997, as 
the primary reasons for needing this increase. 
 
 At the initial hearing Commission staff proposed an overall increase in rates of 
104 percent.  Based on the village’s decision to set the tax equivalent at $0, staff is now 
proposing an overall increase in rates of 77 percent.  The current proposal includes a property tax 
equivalent of $0 and collects the entire PFP charge through direct charges as is currently the 
practice.  If staff's proposal is approved, an average residential customer's general service bill 
would increase 77 percent, from $9.65 to $17.05, monthly.  (An average residential customer is 
one using 5,000 gallons of water monthly.)  The Commission staff has also proposed an increase 
in PFP rates of 79 percent.  If staff's proposal is approved, an average residential customer's 
combined bill would increase 78 percent, from $13.48 to $23.95, monthly. 
 
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Commission will hold a second public hearing 
on November 19, 1998, at 3:00 p.m.  This will be a telephonic hearing involving two sites.  The 
applicant will provide a room for customer participation in the Cleveland Village Hall located at 
1202 West Washington Avenue, Cleveland, Wisconsin.  Customers may call the utility at 
(920) 693-8181 for further details on the location of the hearing room.  This building is 
accessible to people in wheelchairs.  Commission staff will participate from the Lake Superior 
Room in the Public Service Commission Office Building, 610 North Whitney Way, Madison, 
Wisconsin.  This building is accessible to people in wheelchairs through the Whitney Way first 
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floor entrance (lobby).  Parking for people with disabilities is available on the south side of the 
building.  Any person with a disability who needs additional accommodations should contact 
Mr. Richard Teslaw at (608) 267-9766. 
 
 If there are any questions regarding this matter, please call Kathleen Butzlaff at 
(608) 267-9817. 
 
 
Dated at Madison, Wisconsin, _____________________________ 
 
By the Commission: 
 
 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
Lynda L. Dorr  
Secretary to the Commission 
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